
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

FOlRTil DESPATCH OF MAJOR DOWNING.

[PRIVATE.]
To James A'. /'oik, President of the United States,
and near/;/ halfof Mexico certuin, with a pretty
tolerable-fair chance yetfor the ivhole.

ClTT Ol MtXICO, Doi'llTFUL Tkrbitoht,
February 14, 1S18.

Dear Colonel: If any body asks you that im¬

pudent question again, " What are we fightin for ?"

jest tell him he's a goose, and don't know what he's
talking about, for we aint lightin at all; we've got
peace now ; got an armistice, they call it; so there's
no sense at ull in their putting that question to you
any more. We've got the opposition fairly on the

hip upon that question, if no other; fairly gagged
'eni; they can't say to you any longer now, " What
are we tightin for?" This is some consolation
for the shabby trick Trist has served us. That
fellow has made a bargain with the Mexicans to

stop the war, in spite ofthe orders you sent to him
to come right home and let things alone. I felt

uneasy about it when I see him hanging about here
so long after he got his orders to come home, and
I said to him, once or twice, " Mr. Trist, what's
the reason you don't go off home and mind the
PresidentThis unlawful boldness of yourn is
shameful."

" Why, Major," says he, " he that does his mas¬

ter's will, does right, whether he goes according
to orders or not. The President sent me out here
to make peace, and it's a wonder to me if I don't
fix it yet, somehow or other, before I've done with
it." And then he put his linger to the side ot his
nose and give me a sassy look, as much as to say,
Major ...v. you better not trV to be looking
into diplomatic things tnai s tuo av<-p nji you.
Says I, "Mr. Trist, I'm astonished at you ; I

thought you was a man of more judgment, and
looked xleeper into things. Don't you see what
advantage it gives the President to let things now

stand jest as thev be ? lie's offered peace to the
Mexicans, and they have refused it. Therefore,
the opposition at home can't cry out against him
any more if he goes ahead with the war. He's
shet their mouths up on that score. He's made the
war popular, and can go into the Presidential cam¬

paign now with a good chance of being elected an¬

other term. And now if you go to dabblin in the
business any more, I'm sure you'll do mischief.
As things now stand, peace is the last thing in .the
world that the President wants. You'vcdone your
errand here and got your answer, and it's turned
out jest right; we can go on with our annexin all

t
Mexico now, without such an everlasting growlin
among the opposition at home, for we've offered the
Mexicans peace, and they would'nt take it. So
you've nothin to do now but to be off home, for the
war is jest in the right shape as it is."
W ell now, after all this plain advice.for I felt it

my duty to be plain with him.he still kept hang¬
ing about here, day after day and week after week,
and the first I knew we was took all aback by be¬
ing told that Mr. Trist had made a treaty and Gineral
Scott was to order an armistice. I' could'nt hard¬
ly believe my ears at first. I posted right off to
Gineral S< ott to know what it all meant.

" Gineral," says I, are you going to order an

armistice ?"
" Yes, M ijor Downing," says he : " Mr. Trist

and the Mexican Commissioners have signed the
preliminaries of a treaty, so of course we shall have
an armistice."
" Well now, Gineral," says I, " I don't think

the President will thank you for that."
" C an i help that," says he, " I must obey the

orders of the Government, thanks or no thanks.
And when Mr. Trist was sent out here to make a

treaty, I was directed, whenever the plan of a treaty
should be signed on both sides, to order an armis¬
tice, and wait tor the two G«vernment« to ratify the
treaty. Well, Mr. Trist and the Mexican Com¬
missioners have at last fixed up some kind of a

bargain and signed it, and of course according to

my orders we have nothing to do but to stand still
and wait for the two Governments to clinch the
nail."

" But." s:i>* I, « Gineral, you know Mr. Trist
has no right to make a treaty any more than I have,
for .the President has ordered him to come home ;
and if he has made a treaty, it's no better than a

piece of blank paper, and you should'nt mind it."
l)on t know any thing about them matters,"

says he, " I can't go behind the curtain to inquire
what little mameuvres are going on between the'
President and his Commissioner. Mr. Trist came
out here with his regular commission to make a

treaty. He has brought me a treaty, signed by
nmselfand the Mexican Commissioners; and mv
orders are to cease hostilities. Of course we can
do nothin else but halt and stack our arms."

" Well," says I, « Gineral it aint right; it's bad
business ; it '11 break up this grand annexin plan
that was jest going on so nice that we might a got

' ,?Urh ,wi,h 11 in a y*ar or two n10"* ; and then it j
will bother the President most to death about his
election for the second term. That treaty must be
stopped; it must'nt be cent home; and I'll eo

right and see Mr. Trist about it."
So off I went and hunted up Mr. Trist, and had I

a talk with him. Says I, »Trist, how's this?!
I hey tell me you'te been making a treaty with
these Mexicans." |

" Should'nt wonder if I had," says he : » that's
jest what I come out here for."

" Well, I must say, sir," says I, » I think this is
pretty piece of business. How do you dare to

oo such a thing? You know the President has
ordered you home."

" les, nays he, "and I mean to go home as

*et li^ouRh the job he sent mc to do."
" >»." n¦iw," *ay« I, "Trist, I claim to know

witat tiie President is about, and what he wants,
and m his confidential friend and private embas-
s.h or out here, and I shall take the liberty to inter-
ere in t.<i« business. This highhanded doings of
) ourn must be nipt off in the bud. What sort of a

bargain have you been making ? Jest let me look
at the treaty."
Cn,fhv!|(l0ii; T he' way to Vera

..ui} ; 1 R(,»t it off yesterday."
. i! I i*" thunder!" says I, " then you have
knocked the whelo bu.ineJs in the head, sure
enoug i. on \e committed an outrageous crime,
sir a.d a great shame ; and don't you know, sir,that trreat crimes deserv, punishments ? I
don t know what Col. Polk will .do; but I know
what my friend old Hi.kory would do jf h
alive; he would hang you right up to the first tree
he could come at." '

."Z'T,'""* ''"j1* J"" «¦'¦««' »»« "Pnt
ore do ? I. .. For l> ,nade jest Bllc|,

" That'* nothing here nor there," says I, « you

wTe,TT*tanCM "T- Andyou know

W H ' 0tJ°U 00g,,, 10 5ave enough u,

warn a 11V" vg" "°W ""I*' l,'r 'Resident don't
ant a treaty. Now, says I, Mr. Trist, answer

LT'"que.Htion: 1)0 >.«.» have any
,reaty after ^

rasesWt'do . 2?^ " 1 t,,link, circumstances alters

l£7ob hPP0SC 1 could^nt get'Trough
is htrd
should'nt be well satisfied" * 6 re81(lent

!f Why," says he, " we have Hie whole ol IW.
clcai^to the Rio Grande ; we have all of Ntw Mexi¬
co, and all of Upp^T California. And we pa> the
Mexican* fifteen millions of dollars, and pay oiu

own citizens five million, that the Mexican, owed
them. And we stop firing, draw our charges from
the gun. that are loaded ^°^.t thinU.« Well, now, says 1, »rn>i, J

vou are a pretty feller to make such a bargain as

that at thi. time of day? The Presic eri ^' }

mortified to death about it. Here we ve been fight-
in near about two years to make the exicans i ay
over that five millions of dollars they owed our

people, and- now you've agreed that we shall pu
our hands in our own pockets and pay it ourselves.
The whole plan of the war has been carried on by
the President upon the highest principles to j,o
straight ahead and. conquer a peace, man-fashion ;
and now you've agreed to back out of the scrape,
and buy a peace, and pay the money .

Sow very well the President has declared, time and
again, that the war should go on till we got indem¬
nity for the pastund security for the future.them s

his own words.and now you've agreed to settle
up without getting one jot ol either, tor the past,
we are at leapt a hundred millions ol dollars out ol

pocket, besides losing ten or fitteen thousand men.

As lor the men, 1 spose you may say we can oilset
them against the Mexicans we have killed, and as

we have killed more than they have, may be it foots
iii) a little in our favor, and that's the only advan¬
tage you've secured. ,As for the hundred million.-
of dollars, we don't a got a penny of it back, bo
all the indemnity you get for the past is a few thou¬
sand dead Mexicans.that is, as many as remains

after subtracting what they've killed of us from
what we've killed of them. But the cap-sheaf ol
your bargain is the 'security for the future. I lie
cities and towns and castles that we have fat so hard
m and have got our men into, and all »o well
secured, you now agree to give 'em all right up
again to the enemy, and march our men oil home
with their fingers in their mouths; apd that's our

security for the future. As for the fifteen millions
of dollars you agree to pay for New Mexico and
California, you might jest as well a thrown the
money into the sea, for they was ours afore ; they
was already conquered and annexed, and was as

much ours as if we had paid the money for 'ein.
llere I turned on my heel and left him, for 1 was

so disgusted at the conduct of the feller thatl would'nt
have any more talk with him. And now, my
dear Colonel, there is nothing for us to do but to
look this business right in the face and make the
best we cap of it. If there was any way to keep
the thing out of sight, it would be best for you to
throw the treaty into the fire as soon as you get it,
and send word on to Gineral Scott to go ahead
again. But that is impossible ; it will he spread
all over the country and known to every body.
And I'm convinced it will be the best way for you
to turn right about, make out to be glad ol what
can't be helped, and accept the treaty. The nomi¬
nations for President is close at hand, and you must

get ready to go into the election for your second term
cn what you've got, and make the best show you
can with it. II you should reject the treaty, the
opposition would get the advantage of you again;
they would then cry out that the Mexicans had ask¬
ed for peace andMpu had refused it ; and there
would be no fencfTo their growling about this op¬
pressive war of invasion. But il you accept the
treaty, it puts an end to their grumbling about the
war.
To pacify our friends that are very eager for the

whole of Mexico, you must tell 'em to look out and
see how much we have already got; keep telling
of 'em that half a loaf is better than no bread ; tell
'em to keep quiet till after your next election is

over, and may be you'll contrive some plan to be
cutting into 'tother half. Keep Mr. Richie blow¬
ing th'e organ, all w eathers, to the tune ol hall of
Mexico lor a song. Tell the whole country, and
brazen it out to every body, that you ve made a great
bargain, a capital bargain, much better than Jcffer-
Hun made when he bought Louisiana for fifteen mil-] lions of dollars ; tell 'ein for the same sum of mo¬
tley vou have got a great deal more land, and more
men on it. I'm satisfied this is the best ground to
take; we must go for the treaty, and, bitter pill as
it is, wc must swallow it as though we loved it. 1
spose it will have to go before the Senate, as the
constitution now stands, (the constitution is very
defective on that pint, and ought to be mended, lor
it's dangerous trusting important matters to the Se¬
nate ;) but you must drive your friends all up to
vote for it; don't let it fail on no account; don't let
'em go to fingerin it over and putting in amend¬
ments that will make the Mexicans so mad that
they will kick it all over again. For that would put
things into such a hurly-burly I'm afraid you would
lose your election.

Ratify the treaty, and then gather up all the glory
that's been made out of this war, twist it into a sort
of glory wreath round your head, and march with
a bold step and a stiff upper lip right into the Pre¬
sidential campaign, and I should'nt wonder if you
beat the whole bunch of all your enemies and all
your friends. And if you went into your second
term on the strength of half of Mexico, it would
be a pretty good sign that you might go into a
third term on the strength of the whole of it.

1 remain your faithful friend,
MAJOR .t^CK DOWNING.

BUENOS AYRES.

(iov. Rosas, in his message to the Legislature of
lluunos Ayres, announces his harmony with all
friendly Powers, and states that his Government
has difficulties with only eight different States, in¬
cluding Paraguay ! There is a deficit in the trea¬
sury of *31,294,340 for the year 1848. The total
circulation of paper money is *100,000,000, with¬
out counting the *27,600,000 which are to be issued
this year. A Montevideo paper of January the
28th says :

"The Prnslin tragedy ha* been re enacted in Montevideo.
A young officer, of Spanish origin, about twenty-nine years
of age, wan wounded at the commencement of the aicge and
carried to tne City Hoapital. One of the patriotic ladies who
devoted themselves to the painful service of tendinis the wound¬
ed became enamored of this young man and espoused him.
She wai about sixty year* of age, and posfMseaed a forlune es¬
timated at 150,000 franca. In a ahort time nfter their mar¬

riage diword arose between them, and finally the lady was
found dead in her bed. She wan found in a perfectly natural
position, with the head enveloped ifi a large Imnnet. The
physician who firet entered the chamber of the deceased it first
imagined that she had died of apoplexy ; but, having removed
the bonnet, he pnrceivpd traces of blood. This awakenedsuspicion, and further examination soon rendered it certain
that she had Wn shot through the bead with a pistol. I he
ball extracted was altout the size of a pea. All the proofsagainst the officer are of a dark and terrible nature, lie ia
now in pri* n, awaiting hi* trial."

Elbctro-Maosktic Our. 8itpAa*Toi»..Th<* newly-erect¬ed machine used at the New York Clinton prison, invented
by Ransom (,'ook, Esq. for picking out the particles of iron
from the crushed masses of stone, is a curiosity. The ore,spread in a heet, is moving in one direction, while the elee-
tro-magm s, without charge, arc quietly moving in an oppo¬site one. On sight of the ore these hitherto passive bits of
iron liecome instantly electrified, when the ore and magnets
embrace earh other with all the ardor of long absent Livers.
Thou united tl,ey move a short distance together, when the
electro-magnets, as if seized with a new caprice, suddenlyloae their attraction and drop the too confiding ore, which
then, like a disappointed lover, plunges into the atream, where
it* eorrow-. drowned. *

A Vktmu* Dean..The Baton Rouge Gazette announces
the deceaM- of Major Samukl Vail, a veteran of'14 and 15,aged 72 year*. Major Vail wa* a captain during the late
war with Great Britain in the 7th regiment of U. S. infantry,and was present at thebattlcaof the 23d December, 1814, and
8th of January, 1815, where he gallantly did hia duty. He
died at hi* residence in East Baton Rouge on the 9th instant.
The Depot of the Raleigh and Gaston Railroad, at Raleigh,(N. C.) was destroyed by fire on Saturday la*t. Several loco-

motive*, and among them a new one, were also destroyed.

FROM OUR EUROPEAN CORRE&PONLEST.
London, Febbuary 10, 8*8-

There have been very stormy debate* in the
French Chamber of Deputies lately, and thei-hargea
and recrimination* brought forward by llie cooBnd.
i.ff parties have not raised the characters (f those
who have for some time past wielded the energies
of that great nation, either as statesmen or if men.

M Thiers concluded a speech on the 2d instant
with the following very striking passage: < Provt-
, donee, which has so many times protecttod I ranee
. will continue, I trust, to ward ofl from m untrt
. better times all this fatal crisis ; but, in tint, U any
. misfortune should produce a general charge, just
. see where you would be You have creited be-
. tween France and England a dangerous lostihty,
. you have planted in Spain the germ of anostdil-
. ficult question, that of succession. In Ialy the
. gravest complications menace the genera peace.
. In Switzerland you are compromising tin policy
, which constitutes our force and security. Oh! 1
. declare it in the face of Europe, ytfu have .xhibit-
. ed a want of foresight wholly without exnnpie ;
. for 1 will not consent to doubt your goo* mten-
< lion !" This speech received great applaise, and
caused considerable agitation in the Chamber. .

(ii izot replied to M. Thiers a few days alter-
wards His speech was more an accusattoi ot ms
opponent with revolutionary principles, anl an in¬

consistency with his former opinions, wnch he
Inoted and referred to at great length, thanananswer
to his present arguments and statements, l here
is a rumor, and we give it only as such, tha a Con-
,rress of the great European Powers is aboit to be
held in reference to a probable state of affair w hit
may arise upon the death of Louis Philippe! A he
debate in the Chamber of Deputies on threform
banquets is expected with much interest. About
one hundred Deputies have more or less assisted at
and promoted these popular demonstrations ; and it
is expected that great indignation will be expressed
in the tribune at the offensive epthets used in the
speech of the King, and repeated m the address,
respecting them. The occasion will, of course, be-
used to anticipate to some etrent the question of
parliamentary and electoral elorm. Within the
last two years twenty-two councils general have
declared in favor of parliameitary reform, and re¬
form banquets have been hell and numerously at¬
tended in nearly fifty chief tovns in the departments.
The French papers have until lately systemati¬

cally avoided any allusion to the great increase
which has been year by yar taking place in the
naval and military establishments of trance. I he
U Journal des Debats," howe er, has at length been
roused, in defence of the Admnistration against the
charges of M. Thiers, to make the following
declaration: " We have inceased the effective
. strength of our army, enlarged arsenals, improved
' our ports, strengthened our brtifications, and in-

\< creased tenfold the stores fo our navy and our
' urniu: anu this we have ooe with our ordinary
* budget." The alarmists on tiis side the channel
say : " For what purpose can his tenfold increase
4 in the French naval stores be intended? France
« has neither colonies nor conmerce to demand
« such an immense increase in ler naval force. It

I« can only be intended for puroses of aggression,
1 and the only Power against which a naval force
. on such a large scale can be pissibly employed is

But let us turn to more umoubtcilly peaceable
statistics. The table of the prices otcorn in different parts
of France, which regulates the impot dutiei, ha. just been
published for the last month. It sho*< an average price of
19 francs 27 centimes the hectolitre of wheat. Last year at

the same time it was 29 francs 92 centines ; being a decline of
from $ 1.97 to $2.25 the English bushel The '. Momteur
publishes the following commercial retuns of France in 1847.
The customs duties diminished 19,841.178 tranrs as com¬

pared with those of 1846, having amountec to only 134,117,730
francs. The number of French vessel* which enured the
harbors of France in 1847 was 7,836, meanrii.* 916,951 ton*.
The foreign vessels were... 13,303 do t,8%,'38 do.

Totft| 21,139 do 2,*|i,889 do.

The French vessels which
! U-ared out M" d<>£The foreign vecsels were 7,514 doJ '

ToUl 12,939 do lf5i i,061
As compared with 1846 there was a decreai< n 1847 of

entries into port of.
1AoFrench vessel* 348, but an increased tonnap of 37,143

Ineremt of foreign
vessels .216,648

Total increase.... 842 253,791
The number of French vesaels sailing from "ranee was

diminished 170, and the foreign increased 891. "heae items
alone considered would not lead to a very favorabl conclusion
a« to the state of French commercial navigation other ele¬
ments, however, must enter into a correct view » the entire
subject.

,I In Spain one thing appears to 1* ce.Uin, that lie Queen is

now in tolerably good health, since, at a ball at,he palace
a few nights ago, she dai.ccd with great vivac.: until five
o'clock in the morning » the King retired at tweic o clock,
when hi. exemplary mother-in-law, Csaum**, uitted the
party. Esparteiio was not among the invited, hatng offend¬
ed the all-powerful Queen-mother, by not having .ailed upon
her husband, Mn»or.. Thia Espahte.o coul.l not have
done without a waving of rank, which eelf-rt^ct forbade
him to do. Some people have their misgiving as to the
safely of Espartero in Spain, and fancy that h. has been
duped into returning by those who wish to have I in ih their
power. One thing is very clear, the l>eople of Bpm are in
a state 0r posiuve enthusiasm at his presence, .ever was

hero or patriot received with more general demon: jtions of
feeling and delight. The popular joy is evidently Hire, sin-
cere, and earnest. Congratulatory addresses from provincial
ciUes and towns continue to reach him, and many imputation*
have waited upon him to welcome him back to Spun. The
Queen is lavish in her attentions to him, and be always a

welcome visiter at the palace. H is eiclurion from one or two
grand fete* there is attributable entirely to a private , i.jufl of
the Queen-mother. A proof of the feeling of Jie Uovern-
ment towards him is afforded by the fact that t> colooel of
the Queen's regiment was severely reprimanded u not hav¬
ing waited on the general when he passed thro^h St. Sebas¬
tian. What is to be the issue ? Let us hop- for the best.
Should it happily turn out, as some, ^withstanding
the crimes ami treasons with which Na* has been
charged, are inclined to believe, that he is till a Spaniard
at heart, and unwilling to see his country «nk into a mere

province of France, an union between him a>d Esparteho
may rouse all classes lo makecommon cause wi.li them against
the dedgns of Loots PmLirra. 8uch a jui lion, real and
unfeigned, Vould be every thing for 8pain at the present mo¬

ment. The tiroes arc most critical for her. 8 mid the young
Queen's health.although now apparently rob.-t.be doubtful
as to its durability, while the King of Franc, m rapidly sink¬
ing under the pressure of age and infirmity, crisis may be
near at hand for the dissolution of either w mld precipitate
events in the Peninsula, and bring on a struirde, in which the
services of both Espartero and Narvae/ wouSJ tie wanted for
their country. The influenzal rapidly decreeing in Madrid ;
although both (ieneral Narvae* and Mr. Balm were prevent¬
ed by ft from attending the late balls at the pilace.

Mr. Cords* was not very complimentary to Portugal
when ho aaid that it would be fortunate Ur England if an
earthquake swallowed the whole country Commerci^fy
speaking, she certainly w of very much leas importance to us
than Cuba, or Chili, or Brazil; she takes Irot little of our pro¬
duce, and furnishes small employment to our shipping. Po¬
litically bjleaking, she has no weight or influ<nce \ and if she
were blotted from the map of Europe, what i-.litieians call the
balance of power would scarcely be affeetr. Yet England
keepa I magnificent diplomatic staff at the count of Lisbon,
and a superb fleet idling in the waters of th« Tagoa, to over¬
awe a wretched populace into obedience to their more abject
rulers. England has, it ia true, treatiea with Portugal; ahe
la our " ancient and faithful ally." Thes* treaties ought to
be rod will be respected j but it ii certainly a hard bargain for

the over-taxed people of England to have to maintain the in¬
dependence of a kingdom whose people do not posses* any of
the rudiment* of individual independence, who do not exhibit
any of the element* of national greatne**, and who never can

occupy a prominent place in the family of nation*, or fill a
subordinate one gracefully and decorously, without a complete
remodelling in all their institutions and hubit*.
A very important item in the present position of Austria is,

that the Emperor has sent M. Piutiil, one of the chief
persons in the financial department, to Russia, to raise a loan
of fifty millions of roubles, (about thirty-seven millions ofdol¬
lars. ) But a more important item.still in, that 8ir Ralph
Aiikhcuomhik, the English Plenipotentiary in Sardinia, has
communicated to tho Minister of Foreign Affairs at Turin a

note gent by I<ord Palmkkston to the Court of Vienna, in
which it is declared that, in case an Austrian intervention
should be attempted in Tuscany, in the Roman State*, or in
the kingdom of the Two Sicilies, it would be considered by
England as a declaration of war. We do not think that Lord
P. has expressed himself quite so decidedly in his communi-
cations to Vienna, but there has been a sufficient approxima¬
tion to such a tone as probably may make even Prince
Metternich pause in his cruaido against liberal principle*.
Austria, not long since, threatened an intervention with Switzer¬
land, but her rulers halted when they saw the formidable and
effective army which tho Helvetic republic could command ,

and, moreover, felt that the pulso of Europe did not beat in
exact accord with theirs in the business. It was then designed
tJtake strong measures with Italy, and a proposal was made in the
imperial councils at Vienna, to remove tho Archduke Rainku
from his position as Viccroy and Commander in Vetrician
Lombard v. He is a humane and reasonable man, ond opposed
to the policy of Metternich. A party has, however, suddenly
sprung up in the council chamber at Vienna, to whom the
old system of severity is not palutable, and the propensities of
the anti-liberal party have been, for a time at least, overruled.
Gentleness, it is said, is to be tried, and even certain conces¬

sions are to b« made, and certain reforms to be allowed.
1 his, if it should prove to be true, will be most important,
not only for preserving the peace of Italy, but for checking the
warlike spirit which has certainly been manifested of late in
other countries of Europe. Late advices from the Continent
corroborate these statements, and say that Austria has already
proposed considerable ameliorations in the government of
Venetian Lombardy. The work indeed goes bravely on !

In Italy the principal points of attraction are Naples and
Sicily, and there also the cause of rational liberty is making
most cheering progress. The King of Naples seems to have
been aware, from the first news of the outbreak in Sicily, that
his arbitrary power was checked. This feeling led him, on

the 18th of last month, to issue four royal ordonnances grant¬
ing certain political reforms to the people. These decrees,
however, although they appeared to include the two great
principles of representation and 1'ieedom of discussion through
the agency of the press, were judged by leading men

among the Liberal party to " keep the word of promise to the
ear, but break it to the hope." The people of Palermo tore
dowu the proclamations and trod upon them, and prepared for
more determined resistance ; all Sicily was in arms, and Na¬
ples appeared to be on the point of following the example of
her sister kingdom. Such was the state of things on the even¬

ing of the 26th ultimo; the King still hesitated, reluctant to

give up the last hope of suppressing the revolt by force. He
was, however, brought to a sense of his situation by the re¬

ports of the commanders of the troops themselves. His Min¬
isters tendered their resignations, which he accepted 4 and
placed in the hands of the Duke de Serra Caprioli, late Am¬
bassador at Paris, and a known Liberal, unlimitted power to
act in the emergency as he might see fit. A new Cabinet
was instantly formed, and announced on the morning of the
27th ; ail the members of this new Cabinet are distinguished
advocates of enlightened reform. The result of their first
Cabinet council was to advise the King to proclaim at once a

constitution with the most liberal conditions and guaranties.
1 wo days later, 011 the 2i)th, a royal ordonnance was accord¬
ingly issued decreeing a national constitution for the Kingdom
of tho Two Sicilies, founded on the same principles as the
French charter ot 1830, including two chambers, th$ royal
inviolability, the responsibility of ministers, the liberty of the
press, and the national guard. Religious toleration is alone
withheld. No religion except the Roman Catholic is to be
permitted.
When this decree was posted up, it is impossible, we are

told, to imagine the scene that ensued. All business was

suspended, tri-colored cockades appeared, as if by magic, in

every hat, and hundreds of tri-colored flag* waved from win¬
dow*, carriages, and the crowd. The day wa* a taost de¬
lightful one, and to the Neapolitan* it appeared a* if lioth
the heaven* and the earth were pouring forth blowings upon
them. The greatest order prevailed amidst the greatest ex¬

citement. The King wa* advised by his minister* to mount
his horae and ride through the Strada Toledo ; this he did,
and wa* every when! received with extraordinary good feeling.
He ha* since then driven through the street* with the Queen
in a barouche, without a single guard or officer, and has been
most enthusiastically received. Hi* reception at the Theatre
of San Carlo was of a most extraordinary kind ; the interior of
the house was one living mass ol people ; the vivas were pro¬
longed many minutes after the ;|.|>earance of the royal party
and between the act*. The King i* said to have been visibly
affected, indeed he had rcaaon to rejoice at having eacaped
from the dangers which a few days before so terribly boset
him. It will take *ome time for the enthuaiasm to wear off;
but all, except some trifling excesses of the lazzaronis, who
can be restrained by nothing but brute force, such is their
ignorance and degradation, has pasaed on well and quietly so

far. Apparently a new era of lil«rty and prosperity has com¬

menced with Naples.
Sicily is still the scene of bloodshed. The troops have

been driven from the forts round Palermo with considerable
slaughter. There have a* yet bein no satisfactory negotia¬
tion*. The King refuses a separate Chamber for Sicily, but'
offers that the Chambers shall hold alternate *e**ions at Na¬
ples and Palermo. With these concessions the Sicilians are

dissatisfied. We do not know what particular advantage* the
Sicilians hope toenjoy from the additional privileges which they
insist upon, and therefore shall offer no further comment upon
the matter, than that continued resistance, after so much has
been conceded, may not ultimately tend to their advantage.
There i* an idea here that the Sicilian* would like to set

up an independent Government, or, in other words, " dis-
solve the union" with Naples. How far they can carry out

this design, how far it is prudent to attempt it at this time,
and how lang they could maintain their independence, should
they achieve it, are questions which they can bo*t an*wer,
but which time can alone determine. There is room for a

little apprehension that the subjects of the King of Sardinia
will require farther concessions from their monarch ; there i*
no doubt but that the King of Sardinia is firmly attached to
the cause of rational and salutary reform, but it i* by no means

.0 certain that hi* subjects, now that the stone has been set a

rolling, are quite agreed as to tho place where it shall stop.
Great popular rejoicings took place at Turin on the arrival of
the news from Naples j the Ityng has written to Prince Cxar-
toriski, jr. to ask him to onter into'his service. He proposes
to form two Polish regiments. We underscore the word Po¬
lish because we arc rather struck with surprise that a consti¬
tutional sovereign should need foreign troops for his home
purposes. '

From Rome there is nothing new ; the Pontiff i* steadily
advancing in the path of reform with a dignified, cautious,
but firm step. The people of Rome have, been called uprm,
through the journals, to forego this year the expensive mum¬
mery of the Carnival, and consecrate the money usuilly la¬
vished at that holyday in the purchase of a dozen more field
I'iece* for the protection of the city. The hint is likely to be
adopted ; for, now that the citiaen* feel themselves to be treat¬
ed like men and rational being*, tbey have assumed the taste*
and bearing of such, and scorn the giovelling merriment of
slaves.
A return has just been published of the population of Italy.

The following classification may serve to show, now that Na¬
ples ha* joined the "good cause," the comparative numerical
strength of the advocate* of absolute and liberal government:

L1 bcraU. A bsolulitti.
Sardinia 4,879,000 Modena 483,000
Roman States 2,877,000 Parma A Placentia 477,000
Naples and Sicily .8,566,900 Venitian I.ombardy4,769,000
Tuscanv ft Lucca. 1,701,700 Italian Tyrol 522,608
Monaco 7,580 Istria, (Aurtrian).. 485,000
San Marino 7,960

Abeolutista 6,726,608
Liberal*......18,040,130

This is a gratifying classification and reault to th« lover of
progress and of national independence and individual happi¬
ness. Should the Austrian Government nee it* true interest*,
and act kindly with her Italian dominion*, the smull Stale* of
Modena and Paima would not loug re*i*t the general cur¬

rent, and the regeneration of Italy would be complete. May
we not hope for auch a glorious result >

Switzerland haa nettled her own disputes without foreign
aid or intervention, and ha* disappointed the vile and mis¬
chievous apirit of intrigue that hovered, and, to a certain un-

delinable extent, still hovers on her borders.
Holland and Belgium, Prussia, Saxony, Bavaria, and

Sweden, are so happy as to present uothing new in their

political aspect. Nor does the mighty empire of Kutsia af¬
ford matter for a single brief pamorraph. The Emperor is
said to be slowly recovering from severe sickness.

But, alas! " there is something rotten in tho State of Den¬
mark," politically speaking; and it is well if the death of
Christian VIII. doe* not make this evident to Europe and the
world. Denmark keeps the gates of the Baltic as much as

Turkey does those of the Black Sea, and it is rich in hardy
sailors and marines. The Crown hu-s fallen into the posses¬
sion of a prince closely connected wiih the Court of St. Pe-
tersburgh. Denmark is divided into three parts, each having
a different origin, claiming different rights, acknowledging
different allegiances, and looking to a very different future.

First, there is Denmark proper, comprising the islands and
Jutland. At the other extremity of the kingdom is Holstein,
German in its history, language, inclinations, and even it*

regime, for it makes part of the German empire, and entitles
the King of Denmark to vote in the Diet of Frankfort. Then
there is a province between Holstein and Denmark proper,
that of Sleswig, which is half German and half Danish. So
that admitting the separation of Holstein from Denmark, there
would remain tho question, to which shall Sleswig belong ?
This state of things has worked badly for a long time, and
now liberalism has made such progress that both Sleswig and
Holstein have spoken freely and acted frowardly. So much
ao that Christian VIII, however liberal, was on the point of

abridging, if not abolishing their, local privilege* and conati-
totions. Russia is eventually interested in preserving the in¬

tegrity of Denmark, and will recommend, arid probably aid
in instituting strong measures, to maintain it. On the other
hand, Prussia'and tho States of the Zoll-Verein ace determined
in keeping Holstein true in its allegiance to the German em¬

pire, of which, with its ports commanding two seas, it is the
very important und valuable completion. Thus Detimark
threatens to become a bono cf contention among the Powers
of continental Europe. England is, no doubt, interested in
the political fate of the Queen of the Sound ; but into whoso¬
ever hands it may fall, there is no fear of that means of com¬
munication being closed against her ships and her manufac¬
tures. No doubt much of the diplomatic activity which has
lately been so busy with Switzerland and Italy will find em¬

ployment before long on the shores of the Baltic. In the
mean time the new King has issued an eJict respecting the
introduction of a constitution both to the Danish Chancery of
State, and to that of Sleswig and Holstein. He propose* that
the united Diet ofthe Kingdom and the Duchies shall assem¬

ble alternately in the Kingdom and the Duchies, an equal
number of delegates to be appointed by-the Kingdom and the
Duchies. Other sections of the edict read liberal and fair,
and the whole tenor of the instrument seems imbued with the
spirit of tho age and the political feeling which so generally
is active in the1 world ; but how far it may meet the wishes I
and views, and protect the rights of the various people to
whom it is addressed, time must determine.
Your readcrd must excuse our taking them at once from the

north of Europe to the extreme south, whilst we say a few
words about Turkey and Greece.

Concerning Turkey, we have to record most gratifying
proof* of the improved civilization and taste at least of Con¬
stantinople, under the government of it* enlightened sove¬

reign, the Sultan Abdul Medjid. Some ten years ago the
highest order of dramatic art known in the country was the
Caragucsc, or Turkish J'uneh. A large and elegant theatre
is now nearly completed with fund* furnished by M. Ali,eon,
the hanker of the Porte, and under the superintendence of an
English urchitcct, who is attending to the erection of the
British Embassy at Constantinople. The house is said to
vie in extent and magnificence with any of the great houses
in London or Paris. The centre box has been ordered by the
Sultan ; it will communicate with a saloon, which will be fit¬
ted up in a style of oriental splendor. He has ordered his
cipher or imperial arms to be placed over the principal en¬

trance. His Majesty is fully aware of the civilizing effect*
which dramatic representations will have upon his people.
The 8ultan appears anxious to beautify his capital with archi¬
tectural monuments. There are at this time in progress of
erection a medical college, on an immense scale, and. a large
military hospital. Tho barracks of Scutari, which were burnt
down some time since arc also reconstructing upon a very
improved plan. Abdul Medjid thus far has always marked
the first day of the year by some signal act. On the 1st of
January, 1847, be abolished slave-markets throughout Tur¬
key; an act calculated, by its results, to form an epoch in the
history of the country. On the new year's day of 1848 ho
conferred an annual pension for life of £6,000 on Rf.schis
Pacha, the. Grand Vizier ? and raised Ati EmxDi, the
Minister of Foreign Affairs, to the rank of Pacha. These
gills are remarkable, as they are unmistakeable evidence of
the sympathy which the Sultan feels for the upright principles
and liberal feelings of which these illustrious men are the re-1
presentatives in Turkey.
Of Greece, we are glad to report that tranquillity prevails

in every part of the kingdom. The cholera had not dimin¬
ished, however. All the Greek consols had resumed their
functions inTurkey, and M. Mr*si-ars was to leave Constanti¬
nople in a few days for Athens. The Senate was discussing
the budget of 1847. The Chamber of Deputies had adjourn-1
ed for the Christmas holydays. The Greek Minister had
made an apology to Ali Effendi in the Museums affair, and
the Turkish Minister 'had accepted it, but at the same time
informed the Greek Government that unless a treaty of com¬
merce is speedily agreed upon, the Porte will take such steps
as it may consider necessary.

Dr. HAMPitair, although he is now, to all intents and pur¬
poses, a bishop, will not, at present, occupy a seat in the
House of Peers. When the Bishopric of Manchester was

created, it was with the eipress understanding that the num¬
ber of spiritual peers was not to be increased ; the junior
Bishop being by this arrangement excluded. Dr. Hampden
being junior to Dr. Lib, the new Bishop of Manchester, the
latter takes precedence in the Hquso of Peers, and Dr. Hamp-
de* will not attain the dignity of the peerage until another
vacancy occurs in the Episcopal Bench. It is true the Queen
might exercise her prerogative and call him at once to the
up|ier house; but the minuter* have replied to a question
put by Mr. Ur<iuiiart, in the House of Commons, that they
have no intention to advise her Majesty to exercise her pre¬
rogative on this occasion. Dr. Hampden will not, it is very
probable, have to wait long for this additional dignity.
The Registrar General has just published his report of the

deaths, births, Ac. of the three months' which terminated
with the year 1847. It is a melancholy record of mortality.
The following is a statement of the deaths in England and
Wales during the respective years :

1843 163,652
. 1844 108,126

1845 166,226
184 6; .'.192,104

184 7 316,094
The deaths in London during the last quarter of.

1845 were 11,838
1846 were 13,221
1847 were 18,653

The influenza prevailed to a considerable degree in England
in 1728, 1733, 1743, 1748, 1762, 1767, 1776, 1782, 1788,
1831, 1833, 1837, and 1847. The atmospheric phenomenal
in 1733 were very similar to those of 1847.
The Sanitary Committee are proceeding as rapidly as pos¬

sible with preliminary measures in the metropolis. The Board
of Ordnance havo commenced the turvey.
The great procession of sailors in London, with a petition to

the Quoen against the repeal of the navigation laws, took place
yesterday, and fell very short," in point of extent and impor¬
tance, of what was expected » instead of 20,000, as previously

I announced, it did not consist of more than 3,000 men; the
whole affair was managed with great order and regularity.
The procession was received at the Home Office by Sir Gtonoi
Grit, the Secretary of State for the Home Department, who
undertook to deliver the petition to the Queen. The petition
is abort and highly respectful. It contains the following par

«ge : " If the exiting lawa protecting the navigation and the

^r^i;rr°fthu country*y°w
, ..wiU h® dnven to employment in another St.*,
"peaking the same language ami possessing similar lawa

,
"e,a*n'« iutereata and aeamen'a righta are carefully

. Tit?*' *fd Where ,hou"nd- "f aMOMD have
already found protection, thua weakening your Majesty's

' ?,.fre' 'inJ g,ving *tr®08lh 10 . maritime competitor." There
will be one of the hardeat batUea of the session fought in the
Hous# ol Commons upon the navigation lawa.
A Parliamentary paper states that the excess of public ex-

penuitures last year over income was £2,056,183.
In the Theatrical wqrld there* little' new except the p,c-

parations which the rival o|>era houses are making for the
«ea«on. Her Majesty'* theatre will open next week Jens r
Li.d will arrive in March , she ia to appear in Deademona,
Anna, Lucia, &c.: ahiong other noveltiea Mozart'a Zauber-
flotte ia to bo introduced. Another prima donna; Erminia
Iauolini, from La Scala and San Carloa, u to make her
debut before a London audience. Many other artiatea of great
eminence are enumerated, including Signora Crivelli, Ade¬
laide Moltini, Md'lle Schwartz, &c.. The ballet will be very
Btrong, with Marie Taglioni, Carlotta Griai, Cerito, St. Leon
&c. Covent Garden will open on the 7th of March. The
season will consist of forty-six nights, and terminate on the
12th of August. The principal vocal performers engaged are

Soprani, Mesdames Griai, Persiani, Garciu Viardot, Ronconi,
and Castellan j Contralto, M'lle. Alboni; Tenor, Signers
Mario, Salvi, Roger, and Laviu; Baritones and Basses, Tam-
burini, Ronconi Marini, &c. Signor Costa ia director of the
music and leader of the orchestra. The season will commence
with Tancredi.a long succession of performances and debuU
is announced. In the ballet department Flora Fabri and Lu¬
cille Gralm are announced. We cordially wish both houses
a better season than we are afraid the dopreased state of com¬
merce, <Stc. will afford them.

In Literature there is rery little new, except a novel called
" Leonora, a Love Story," by Lady Boothby, which is very
well spoken of in the daily journals. Tho trtithorees ia better
known aa Mrs. Nisbett, the fascinating actrcas at the Hay .

market Theatre. Mrs. Nisbett was married to Sir Bopthby,
Bart., a few years ago. Her married life, as Lady Boothby,
was very short; the Baronet died, and left her with very slender
means. She at once resumed her old profession, under the
well-known name ofNisbett, and reoccupiea a position at the
Haymarket which no one had been found competent to fill
during her temporary secession from the sSige.
February 11..I did not anticipate, yesterday, that Dr.

Hampden was quite so near a seat in the House of Lords an

it appears he was. The death of the Archbishop of Canter¬
bury, at two o clock this morning, will of course immediately
lead to his elevation to the peerage ; since the Archiepiscopal
See will be filled by one of the present Bishops, and a junior
to Dr. Hampden be elected to the then.vacant bishopric. The
continental news of this morning ia important. The Sicilians
will accept the constitution offered by the King of Naples, on

condition of having the guaranty of England. This u pay¬
ing England a great compliment, but how is tho guaranty to
be given ' The Pope has reprimanded tho Archbishop of
Milan for coldness in the liberal cause : but what can the
Church do, admitting that it had the fullest inclination, against
the Austrian soldiery } There are disturbances in Madrid,
andEspartero is blamed by some of the liberals fjr compro¬
mising the influence of his party by an impolitic neglect of
the Queen Mother. But the most important news is from
Paris. Tho proceedings in the Chamber of Deputies on

Wednesday, on the reform banquets' debate, produced the
most intense interest, and an unusual effect on the public
mind. Various startling rumors were current in Paris; the
effect on the Bourse was very depressing; the Chambers were

in a perfect uproar; tho strongest personalities passed; the
opposition retired, refusing to vote, and the sitting was tumul-
tuously closed. The next news from Paris is looked for very
anxiously. Nothing new in Parliament last night.

Correspondence with the Minister from the Uni¬
ted Slates respecting the Navigation Laws.

PROM A LATE LONDON KAPER.

Mr. Bancroft to Vwcoitnt Palmerston.
America^ Legation, Nov. 3, 1847.

The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Min¬
ister Plenipotentiary of the United States of An^ri- '

ca, has the honorjp inquire of Viscount Palmers-
ton, her Britannic Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State for Foreign Aflkirs, if her Majesty's Government is in¬
clined to remove existing restrictions on international commerce >

Universal reciprocity,- in the widest sense, ia held by the
American Government as the only thoroughly appropriate
basis for intercourse between the two great nation*. The pro¬
hibition of the indirect trade has but restrained enterprise 5 it
has done good to neither country. To abrogate it would at
once set free dormant commercial wealth, without injuring
any one.

Should her Majesty's Government entertain similar views,
the undersigned is prepared, on the part of the American Gov¬
ernment, to propone that British ships may trade from any
port in tho world to any port in the United States, and be re¬

ceived, protected) and, in respect to charges and duties, treated
like American ships ; if, reciprocally, American ships may in
like manner trade from any port of the world to any port un¬

der the dominion of her Britannic Majeaty.
The removal of commercial restrictions, while it would be

of mutual advantage to the material interests of both coun¬

tries, could not but give openings to still further relations of
amity between them, and, by its influence on the intercourse
of nations, create new guaranties for the peace of the world.

The undersigned, See.
GEORGE BANCROFT.

Discount Palmerston to Mr. Bancroft^
Foreign Office, November 17, 1847.

Si* : I have lost no time in communicating to my col¬
leagues your note of the 3d instant, on the subject of the navi-
gation lawa which regulate the commerce of the British Em¬
pire and that of the United 8tates with each other.

This question had already engaged the aerioua attention oi
her Majesty's ministers, and we observe, with pleasure, that
the sentiments which we entertain with regard to it are shared
by the Government of a country with which we are so closely
united by the ties of an extensive commerce and of e common

origin.
We do not, however, think that we should be justified in

adviaing the Crown to enter into engagements which would
be at variance with some of the most important principles of
the existing navigation law, without the previoua sanction of
Parliament. But it is our intention to propoee to Parliament,
without unnecessary delay, measuroa which would enable us

to place our commercial intercourse, in regard to the matters
to which your note refers, on the most lilwral and comprehen- '

sive basis with respect to all countries which ahall be willing
to act in a corresponding spirit towards us.

I am, Ac. PALMER8TON.
»

FROM LIBERIA.

Monrovia, January 12, 1848.
The fi^st Legislature of the Republic of Liberia convened

on Monday, the 3d instant. His excellency J. J. Roberts,
President of the Republic, delivered an able and appropriate
Inaugural Addreaa, which was highly crttitable to him as a

man of auperior intelligence, and aa the chief executive officer
of the new Government. After the reading of the addreas the
oath of office was administered to the President and to each of
the Senators and Representatives in Legislature asaembled.
The following are the namea of the honorable gentlemen

who compom the Legislative body :

n.rW(f*AT?*"wT~''0^n Hilary Teage, John Hanson,
William I,. Weaver, Jamea Brown, Edward Morris.
Representatives..Dixon B. Brown, William Draper,

James B McGill, Daniel B. Warner, Edward Lyles, Mat¬
thew A. Rand, Henry B.Whitfield, Daniel C. McFarland.

[Africa's Luminary.
At Sierra Leone it was said that within the week previoua

two brigs, under Brazilian colors, were made prizes to the
English Government; one having on board eight hundred
slavea and the other seven hundred and fifty. Neither of these
veseela was over 150 tona. The slave* were landed, and pre¬
parations were made to cut the vessels up.
The English and French cruisers are very active in chasing

and capturing alavers.
The United States sloop-of-war Jamestown, Com. Bolton,

sailed from Monrovia on the 30th November for Prince'*
Wand.officers and crow >11 well.


